THE   RIGHT   TO   HERESY

humble himself before the greatness of God. We must
render him sober, we must frighten him, rebuking his
presumption, until he unresistingly accepts his position
in the pious and obedient herd, until he has merged in
that herd all that is individual within him, so that the
individual, the extraordinary, vanishes without leaving a
trace.

To achieve this draconian suppression of personality,
to achieve this vandal expropriation of the individual in
favour of the community, Calvin had a method all his
own, the famous Church "discipline." A harsher curb
upon human impulses and desires has hardly been de-
vised by and imposed upon man down to our own days.
From the first hour of his dictatorship, this brilliant
organizer herded his flock, his congregation, within a
barbed-wire entanglement of paragraphs and prohibi-
tions, the so-called "Ordinances"; simultaneously creat-
ing a special department to supervise the working of
terrorist morality. The organization of which we have
just spoken was called the Consistory, its purpose being
defined, ambiguously enough, as that of supervising the
congregation or the community "that God may be
honoured in all purity." Only to outward seeming was
the sphere of influence of this moral inspectorate re-
stricted to the religious life. For, owing to the intimate
association of the secular or mundane with the philoso-
phical in Calvin's totalitarian conception of the State,
the vestiges of independence were henceforward to come
automatically under the control of the authorities. The
catchpoles of the Consistory, the "anciens," were expressly
instructed to keep watch upon the private life of every
one in Geneva. Their watchfulness must never be
relaxed, and they were expected to pay attention, "not
only to the uttered word, but also to opinions and
view/"

From the days when so universal a control of private
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